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PEJIUTUO3HBIN OIBIT B IEPCIIEKTUBE HEMPOHAYK

M. OJIEH
Yuusepcumem Ilapuxc-1V (Copbonna), Ilapuxc, Dpanyus

AHHOTANMA

B Tedenne nmoutu 18 BEKOB XpUCTUAHCTBO MPEJCTABISIIO JJid 3amajia pe-
TuTHio par excellence — yHUKaTbHYIO B HCTHHHYIO, BCE OCTAIBHBIC — OT APEB-
HEro s13bIYECTBA JO BOCTOYHBIX AYXOBHBIX TPAJULIUN U NIJIEMEHHBIX KYJIbTOB —
CUMTAJIMCH B JIYYIIIEM Cllydae ee npeaBecTHukamMmu. OmHAKO CBITOCTh brubiuu
U ¢¢ YHUKAJIBHOCTH OBLIH MOCTABJICHBI O]l COMHCHUE B CBS3M C Pa3BUTHEM
¢uonorum, apxeoJoruy, MAJICOHTOIOTHH W UCTOPUYCCKUX HayK. B pe3yms-
Tare WUPOKOr0 NMPUMEHEHHS] HAyUYHOI'O MOJAXOAA Mbl CErOAHs ABJISEMCS CBHU-
JIETENISIMU TIOTIBITOK MCCIENOBAHMS PEIMTHO3HOTO YYBCTBA COBPEMEHHBIMU
METOJIaMU HAaONIOICHUS 32 (PYHKIIMOHUPOBAHHEM Mo3ra. Takum oOpa3om, mo-
CTETNICHHO TPOUCXOIUT OCO3HAHHE TOTO, YTO CYIIHOCTH (PCHOMEHA PEIUTHUH
3aKJII0OYCHA HE CTOJBKO B IOTMaxX — OECKOHEUHO BapbUPYIOMHX OT OIHOM pe-
JIUTUHU K IPYTOH, — CKOJIBKO BO BHYTPEHHEM OIBITE CBAIIEHHOTO.

B crarbe paccMmarpuBarOTCS COBPEMEHHBIE HKCIIEPUMEHTANBHBIE HCCIEH0-
BaHUs PEIMTUO3HOIO OMBITa C UCIOIb30BAHMEM METOIOB HEHpOHAayKu. ABTOP
MIPOBOTUT JAEMapKAIMIO MEXIY IBYMS THIIAMH PETUTHO3HOro ombita. C omHOM
CTOPOHBI, ATO MUCTHYECKHUI1 CO03 ¢ JMYHBIM Oorom. C apyroil — Horuueckuit
OITBIT MEPEKUBAHUS OC3MTUYHOTO AOCONIOTa. ABTOP MPUXOAUT K BBIBOAY, UTO
BCC PEMYKITHOHUCTCKIE HHTEPIIPETAIIIH TaKOTO OIBITA (HAIIPUMeEp, B TEPMUHAX
CEeKperuy SHI0P(PUHOB, HAPYIICHUS CXEM Tela, MPOCKIINN BOCIOMHHAHHH, HE
MPU3HAHHBIX TAKOBBIMH U T.JI.) HECOCTOSTEIBHBL 110 ero yoek aeHuro, mogo0HbIi
OITBIT MOXKET pPAacCMaTPUBAThCS KaK MPOSIBICHAC ONHOM U3 (PyHIAMEHTAIBHBIX U
€CTEeCTBCHHBIX CIIOCOOHOCTEH UYENOBEKa, KOTOPYIO pa3HBIC PETUTHO3HBIC TPaIH-
ITUH TBITAIOTCS MTPEACTAaBUTH Kak OTKPOBEHUE ¥ TIOMYUHUTH CBOMM JIOTMaM.
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npouuioro Beka. IIpexie Bcero, HeOOXOMMMO TTOMECTUTH €r0 B OO
UCTOPUUYECKUI KOHTEKCT 3aIaJHOl MUBUIU3ALUK. [IeliCTBUTENILHO, B
TEYEHUE JOJITOTO BPEMEHU Y Hac He ObIIO0 TEXHUUYECKUX CPENICTB, YTOOBI B
OYyKBaJbHOM CMBICJIE CJIOBA «ITOCMOTPETb», UYTO ITPOUCXOAUT BHYTPU MO3Ta
B MOMEHT KaKOT0-TO KOHKPETHOTO OIbITa — OYIb TO BOCITPUSITHE, TTPOSTB-
JIEHUS BOJIW, SMOIIWA... NJIW PEJIUTUO3HOTO TIepeXkUBaHUS — M 3aITUCaTh
ero HelipoHHBIe KoppesaThl. C IpyToit CTOPOHBI, PEJTUTUO3HBII OTIBIT yKe
JTaBHO CUMTAETCs — Ha 3amalie U He TOJIbKO — CIIUIIKOM «CBSIIIEHHBIM»,
YTOOBI OBIJIO BO3MOXHO MPUOIU3UTHCS K HEMY C BHEIITHEW CTOPOHBI, KaK
K OOBIYHOMY TICUXWYECKOMY 00BbeKTY. [103TOMY TT0JIe3HO KpaTKO ITpociie-
JIUTH CBETCKYIO 9BOJIIOIIMIO CTaTyca PeIMTUK Ha 3amajie, KoTopas puBesia
K HBIHEIITHEe CUTYyallnu, KOrja, Ha cCaMoM JieJie, M3ydyeHue peJIMTUO3HOTO
omnbITa (HalmpuMep, COCTOSTHUSI MOHAXOB MJIM MOHAaXWHb B MOMEHTBI MO-
JINTB U PEJTUTUO3HBIX 9KCTA30B) C TIOMOIIIBIO 3TUX CPEACTB yKe He KaXkeTcst
KOIITYHCTBEHHBIM.

Bepa B abcontoTHY10 HerorpeimnuMocTh buodauu (Betxoro u Hooro 3a-
BeTa) Kak CiioBa boXbero JIeXXUT B CaMbIX UCTOKAX XpUCTUAHCTBA (KCTATH,
YTO-TO BeChMa MOX0OXee eCTh U B ApeBHell Muaum, roe Bena Takke cum-
Tajgach caMOIposiBJeHeM (Ha caHckpute!) AbcotoTHoro «fA» nnu bpax-
MaHa). DTo npeacraBjeHue o budbauu Kak o CBSIIEHHOW KHUTEe ObLIO
KOHCOJIUIMPOBAHO B BIOXY «OTIOB IIEPKBU», OCOOEHHO B CBSI3U C Tpya-
mu Cesatoro AsryctuHa. CpenHue BeKa ero yHacjenoBaau, Pedhopmaniys
xe, Jltorep u KanbuH B XVI B., mpakTr4YecKu HU4Yero He uameHuau. Ko-
HEYHO, KaToJIMJYecKas IIepKOBb ITOTepsijia B TO BpeMst MOHOITOJIMIO Ha UTe-
HUe U ToJKoBaHWe bubimu, oTHBIHE Bce Bepylolue, 1axe Te, KTO eaBa
YMeJIM YUTaTh, MOJYYUJIU JOCTYT K CBAIIEHHBIM TeKcTaM. Ho Jltotep u
KanbBuH caMu mpoaoyikajin BEpUTh B X HETIOTPEITUMOCTb. TOJILKO OHU
HE TIPEeJABUICIU JOJTOCPOUYHBIX MOCIEACTBUN CBOOOIHOTO MOCTYyIa K
Berxomy u HoBoMy 3aBeTy a4 Bcex. B mocaeaytoniue nBa-Tpu CTOJETUS
OMOJIECK U TEKCT TIOCTETIEHHO TTepecTall ObITh MOHOIIOIMEN MOHACTBIpE
W YHUBEPCUTETOB, peryjupyeMbix LlepKoBblo, 1 BCKOpE JIOOOMBITHHIE
YMBI 3aMeTUIU, 4To KH1Ta Oblj1a BOBCE HE MOHOJIMTHOM, a ropasio 0oJjiee
TeTEepOTeHHOM, YeM 3TO Ka3aJoCh Ha MepBbIi B3TIsAA. B mociaenHeit yer-
Beptu XVII cToneTns mosiBUAUCH TaKMe COUMHEHU ST, KaK «borocioBcKo-
nmoautuyeckuit TpakTat» CrimHo3ssl (1670), «McTopust HOBO3aBEeTHOI
kputuku» Puuapna CaiiMona (1689) u «McTOpUKO-KPUTUYECKHU I CIOBAph»
IMwvepa beitns (1696), KoTopble UHUIIMMPOBATUU IBUKEHNE 32 OCBOOOXK-
JIeHUe 3amnagHoro CO3HAHUS, MTPOMOJIKAIOIIEECs 0 CETOAHSIIITHETO THS:
unonorus, snurpaduka, apxeoyorus 1 T.1. IIPOJOJIKAIOT BHOCUTH CBOM
BKJIAJI B JOKA3aTeJIbCTBO COCTABHOTO XapakTepa OnobJieiickoro Tekcra, pas3-
HOOOpa3us ero peaakinii 1 0eCUYNCICHHBIX 3aMMCTBOBAaHUM U3 IPYTUX
tpaauuuii (1). MeaneHHast moapbeiBHas padoTa, pojaeaaHHas oudaenckomn
KPUTUKOM, TIOMOTJIa 000OCHOBAThCS B 3aTIaTHOM CO3HAHUM MBICIU O TOM,
YTO XPUCTUAHCTBO OBLIIO, BOBMOXHO, He Pennrueii Kak TakoBOii, HO TOJIBKO
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OITHOI penurueli cpenu Apyrux. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OCO3HaHUe 2TOro pakTa
MOPOAMJIO MIOHMMAaHUE IO CyTH CIyYailHOro XxapakTepa «Bbloopa» TOW UK
WHOW peJIMruu: B 001IEeM, JIIOAU AeJaloT BbIOOP B MOJIb3Y PEIUTUU, TOMU-
HUPYIOILEN B CTpaHe, TJe UM BbIIaj HIAHC PONUTHCS, TOApaXxas IpyrumM, a
TaK>Xe U3-3a JeHU uin KoHdbopMmusma. HUKTo nyuliiie He onuca TSKeablx
MOCJEeACTBUI BoU ciyydasi, ueM Pycco B «DMusie» B riiaBe, 03arjaBjieHHOM
«McrioBegaHue Bepbl CAaBOMCKOr0 BUKAPUSI»: «...eCJU U CYILIECTBYET UC-
TUHHAS PEJIUTUS U €CJIM KaXXIbIi YyeJoBeK 00s3aH UCMOBENOBATh €€ MO/,
CTPaxoOM MPOKJSATHUS, TO CAEAYET BCIO CBOIO XKU3Hb MPOBECTU B UBYUECHU U,
yrayO0JeHUU, CpaBHEHUU BCEX OCTaJbHBIX PEJIUTUNA U B MYTELIECTBUSIX
0 T€M CTpaHaM, IJie OHU BO3HUKJIU. HUKTO HEe 0CBOOOXIaeTCs OT 3TOTO
MepBERIIIero YeJI0BEYECKOro 10JIra, HUKTO HE UMEET MpaBa MoJjiararbCs Ha
yyxoe cyxaeHue. PemecieHHUK, XUBY U TOJbKO CBOUM TPYAOM, Herpa-
MOTHBI} Maxapb, HeXXHas U poOKas AeByllIKa, Kajeka, ejie CroJ3aloiuii
CO CBOETO JIOXXa, — BCe 06€3 UCKIOUEeHU ST TOTIKHbBI U3y4aTh, Pa3MbIILISATD,
ocrnapuBarh, MyTELIECTBOBATh, Pa3be3KaTh MO CBETY: He OyaeT Oobliie
0CEeJJIOro Hapoja; Mo BCeil 3emJie MOUAYT MUIUTPUMBI, PELIUBIIUECS Ha
JlajeKre CTPAHCTBU S, HE CUMTAsICh HU C OOJBIIMMU U3AEPXKKAMU, HU C
JUTUTEIbHOU YCTal0CThiO, OHU OyNYT MPOBEPSTh, CPABHUBATh U UCCIIEI0-
BaTh pa3auyHble KyabThl. M Torma mpoiuaii pemecia, UCKyCcCTBa, HAyKU
Jojelt 1 Bce MX I'paXJaHCKUe 00sS13aHHOCTU; TOraa He OyJIeT UHBIX 3a-
HSATUIA, KpOME UCCJIENOBAHUS PEJIUTUHU; U €1Ba JIU TOT, KTO MOJb30BaJICs
CaMbIM KPEMKUM 3[0POBbEM, YMEJ Jyullle yTOTPeOUTh CBOE BpeMS U pa3-
YM M MIPOKUJI OOJIbIIE BCEX, XOTS Obl K KOHILY )KMU3HU MOAMET YTO-HUOYIb
MyTHOE, — XOPOUIO €lIe, €CJIU Mepe]l CMEPTHIO OH MO KpaliHeil Mepe y3HaeT,
B KaKoii Bepe eMy cliefoBaJio XuThb» [Pycco].

B pesyabrate aToro, npuMepHo ¢ koHla XIX B. okyc ryMaHUTapHbBIX
HayK CMEIaeTCsl C JOTM U OMpeAeJeHHbIX YOeXIeHU I, OUeBUTHO, Baphb-
UPYIOLIUX OT OAHON PEJIUTUU K APYroii, Ha MOCTOSIHHBIE, U, BO3MOXHO,
WMEHHO YHUBEpPCaJbHbIE CTPYKTYPbI, KaK-TO: PEJIUTUO3HOE MOBEACHMUE,
Bepa, MokasitHue, oopalleHue, MUCTUYECKU U OTBIT U T.A. B CBSI3U C 3TUM,
Ba)KHO YIOMSIHYTb OTPOMHOE 3HaueHUe JIBYX KHUT, U3aHHBIX B Hayaje
XX B. 1 10 CUX ITOPp OCTaBILIMXCS Kjaccukoit. O6e OHU PeBOJTIOLIMOHU3UPO-
BaJid HAyKy O PEJIUTUU, COCPEAOTOYB BHUMAHE UMEHHO Ha HEU3MEHHbIX
MEXKOH(peCcCHOHaJbHBIX CTPYKTYpax, a He Ha KOHKPETHBIX JOorMaTax
ONpeae/IEHHOU peIuruu. JTO, C OAHOU CTOPOHBI, KHUTA BEJIMKOI0 aMepu-
KaHCKOro rncuxoJsiora YusbsMma JIxeitmca «MHoroodpasue peJuruo3Horo
onbiTa» (1902) a, ¢ apyroit — acce HeMeukoro teojora Pynonbdpa OTTO
«CasuienHoe» («Das Heilige», 1917). P. OTTO, B 4aCTHOCTH, MbITAJCS MO-
Ka3aTb, YTO PEJUTHUO3HBIN OMBIT Be3[i€ U BCEraa CTPOUTCS BOKPYT IBYX
MPOTHUBOMOJOXHBIX U AOMOJHSIOIUX APYT Apyra nojwcoB. C onHoi
CTOPOHBI, mysterium tremendum, CBSIILIEHHOE KakK TailHa, repea KOTOpoi
YeJIOBEeK TperneuieT, OHO MOAUYMHSIET ero cede Tak, YTO OH YYBCTBYET ce0sl
KapJAUKOM Mepes JIMLOM 00XXeCTBEHHOI TpaHCLIEHAEHTHOCTH; C ApYyroi

120



M. FOJIEH. Peauzcuosmvtii onvim 6 nepcnexmuee HelipoHayk

CTOPOHBI, mysterium fascinans — TaiiHa 3Ta 6€CKOHEUHO MpPUBJIEKATEIbHA,
1 Halll U3BEUHBII BHYTPEHHU 1 rOJ10C MPU3bIBAET 00paTUTHCS K Hell (2).

B nocnennue 20—25 net BO3HUKAET HOBOE siBJ€HUE: 3TU (hyHAaAMEH-
TaJbHBIC PEJIUTUO3HBIE YCTAHOBKM HAYMHAIOT OTKPBIBATHCS JOCTYITY
U3BHE, U HE TOJbKO MCKIIOUYUTEIbHO UHTPOCHEKIIUUA. DTO MPOUCXOIUT
Onaromapsi MpPoOJOJXKaIOIIEMYCsl TPOrpeccy B MeToAax HabJoaeHUs B
peXuMe peaqbHOTO BpEMEHU Hal AesITeIbHOCThIO Pa3IMUHbBIX 001acTel
MoO3ra. YIoMsiHeM HEKOTOpbIe U3 3TUX MeToA0B. CyllecTBYeT cTapas 100-
pas anekTposHiedanorpadus 50-x, KoTopas U3MepsieT aKTUBHOCTb pa3-
JIMYHBIX 00J1acTelt MO3ra Ha OCHOBAHUM U BOJIH, U3JlyyaeMble UMU (anbda-,
OeTa-, TeTa-BOJIHBI U T.1.); B HACTOSIlee BpeMsl BBOASTCS ropasao 0oJjee
CJIOXKHBIE METOJIbI 17151 60JIee TOUHOTO OMpPeeIeHM s yYaCTKOB MO3ra, COOT-
BETCTBYIOIIMX TOMY UJIM MHOMY BUY IEITEIbHOCTU, KOTOPOMY OHU, KakK
cuuTaeTcs, cayxar onopoil. He BnaBasich B TeXHUYECKKE MOAPOOHOCTH,
YIIOMSTHEM TaK1e METO/bI, KaK (PyHKIIMOHAIbHAsi MArHUTHO-PE30HaHCHAsI
ToMOrpacdusi, KoJu4ecTBeHHas 37eKTpo-sH1Iedanorpadus, mo3Bossomas
MOJIy4yaTh LIBETHBIE (OOBIUHbBIE) KAPTHI U3yUaeMbIX 00acTeil Mo3ra, OMHO-
(doTOHHAsI SMUCCUOHHASI KOMIbIOTEPHAsi TOMOTrpadus U T.A.

Terepb MbI MOAXOAUM K BCTPEUE STUX METOMIOB C PEJTUTUO3HBIM OTMTBITOM
KaK TakoBbIM. [TnoHepamu B 3TOI 001aCTU ObLIU 1BOE aMEPUKAHIIEB: TICU-
xoTepaneBT DxeH 1’Akuin (Eugéne d’Acquili) u paguonor Duapio Heio-
oepr (Andrew Newberg). Ux ucciaenoBaHue Havyajioch B Hayaze 90-x rr. (3).
[TepBblit 3KCTIEPUMEHT MTPOBOAMIICS Had HEOOJIBINON TpyNmoii hpaHIIu-
CKaAHCKMUX MOHaxMHb. Kopa WX roJoBHOro Mo3ra uccjiaeaoBajach ¢ Mo-
MOILbIO OMTHOMOTOHHOI SMUCCUOHHON KOMITBbIOTEPHOU TOMOTrpaduu B TO
BpeMsl, KOT/1a OHY ObLJIY MOT'PYXXEHBI B PA3JIMYHBIC IYXOBHBIE YITPaXK HEH U ST
C LIEJIbI0 «aKTyaJM3UPOBaTh B COZHAHUU OOXECTBEHHOE MPUCYTCTBUE».
ITocne BbIXOAA U3 9TOrO COCTOSIHUS BCE OHU CBUAETEIHCTBOBAJIU O TO-
Tepe MU JIOKAJIU3allui COOCTBEHHOTO «si» B MIPOCTPAHCTBE U BPEMEHMU,
U MOJTyYeHHbIe HEHPO-HayUYHbIe TaHHbIE COBEPILIEHHO COOTBETCTBOBAJIU UX
OLIYIIEHUSIM. ABTOPBI TPUIILIH K CJIEAYIOLIEMY BbIBOLY: «B LIeHTpe Haluei
TEOpUU — HellpoJiornyecKasi Moiesib, KoTopasi 00ecredyrBaeT CBSI3b MEX Y
MUCTUUYECKHUM TUTIOM OIThITa M HAOTI0HaeMbIM (PYHKIITMOHUPOBAHUEM MO3-
ra. [Toxoxe, YTO MO3T SBJISIETCS «ITPEeyCTAaHOBJIEHHOI» (BCTPOCHHOIT) BO3-
MOXKHOCTBIO BBIMTH 3a TIpeeIbl BOCTIPUSI TSI WHIWBUYaTbHON JTUIHOCTH.
Ml IpennogoXKuIu, 4YTO 3Ta CIOCOOHOCTH K CAMOMNPEOA0JIEHUIO JIEXKUT B
OCHOBe MoTpedHOoCTH B penuruu» [ Newberg, D’Acquili 2001, 174].

DTUM aBTOpPaM BMEHSIM B BUHY HEKOTOpPbIE METOJOJOTMYECKUE TI0-
IPEIIHOCTU, BKJIIOUas MaJIOYUCIEHHOCTb UX pehepeHTHOM IpyIIibl (BCEro
4 Wiy 5 MOHaXWHb). BeiaBUTANNUCh U IPYyTHe BO3paKeHUs, Kacaouuecs,
K MpUMeEpy, Mep MPEeIOCTOPOXHOCTU, HAaNlPaBJIEHHBIX Ha UCKJIIOUYEHUE
BO3MOXHBIX TTOMEX CO CTOPOHBI APYTUX OJHOBPEMEHHO TOIKITIOYEHHBIX
YCTPOMCTB. DKCIEPUMEHT TaKOro e Tumna obia nmosropeH B 2005 r. Ha
rpymnmne 13 15 ¢ppaHLIMCKAaHCKHUX MOHAXWHb, C COOJIIOAEHUEM 00JIee CTPOTUX
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METOAOJOTUYECKUX TpeOoBaHW1, KoMaH 101 13 MoHpeaJs 1o pyKOBOI-
ctBOoM A-pa M. boperapa (M. Beauregard). Micnonb3oBasicst 60jiee TOUHbI it
METOJI, BKJIFOUAIONIUi B TOM YUCJIE U TEXHUKHW, KOTOPbIE J0Ka3aau CBOIO
HaJeXHOCTh B 3TOI 00JIaCTH, TakKue, Kak (hyHKIIMOHAJIbHAsl MAaTHUTHO-
pe3oHaHCHast ToMorpadust U KOJTMYeCTBeHHas! 2JIeKTpo-3HIIedanorpadus.
Wx pe3yabraThl, GaKTUYECKH, 3HAYUTEILHO COBIAAAIN C pe3yJibTaTaMu
rpynnbl A’Akunu—Hbrobepr [D’Acquili, Newberg 1999; Newberg, D’Acquili
2001; Newberg 2010; Beauregard, O’Leary 2007]. ITocie 3TOro aKcriepumMeH-
Ta HaOJIIOMaeTCsl pacliBEeT TaKMX MCCIIeI0BAaHUI BO BceM Mupe. B cBsi3u ¢
9TUM, HEJIb3sl HE OTMETUTH OOJIBIIIOE MCCIIeIOBaHNE PA3IMYHBIX TEXHUK
MeIUTaluU OyIIUICKMX MOHAX0B, O]l MaTpoHaxeM Jlaiaii-maMbl, KOTO-
poe TIPOUCXOIUT U IO CUX TTOP.

DTH pe3yabTaThl — caMU 10 cede 0ecCropHble — B CBOIO O4Yepelhb MO -
HUMAIOT TIpobJyieMy, KOTOPYIO, BO3MOXHO, CTOUT KPaTKO YIOMSIHYTh.
[MoHsTHE MaeaTbHOTrO Mapasean3Ma — CIUIIKOM MAeaJTbHOTO — MEXIY
KBa3U-UCUYE3HOBEHUEM BOJIH, U3JyYaeMbIX MO3roM (4), U TIyOOKUMU
JIYXOBHBIMU COCTOSIHUSIMU, JJOCTUTAEMBbIMHU B ITPOLIECCE OCYIIECTBIECHU S
PEJIMTMO3HBIX MPAaKTUK MPEACTaBUTEISIMU PAa3HbIX PEJIMTUO3HBIX KOH-
(eccmii, B cBOO ouepeb, MOXKHO MHTEPIPETUPOBATD By MSI PA3IMYHBIMU,
MOYTHU ITPOTUBOTOJIOXKHBIMU CIIOCOOAMU: SIBJISIETCS JIM 3Ta PEIUTUO3HAS
MeIUTALIMS YCIOKOEHUEM «00JITOBHU» MO3ra, UM, HA000POT, YCIIOKOEHUE
YMCTBEHHO IeSITEJIbHOCTU MO3BOJIsIeT 00HAPYKUTh (yHIaMEHTaJIbHOE B
KaKOM-TO CMBICJIE MUCTUYECKOE COCTOSTHUE?

B xpuctraHCKOM KOHTEKCTE HaIlpalliiBaeTCsl UMEHHO TiepBasi MHTEP-
MpeTamnus, 1 UMEHHO €€ €CTEeCTBEHHO NMPUACPXKUBAIOTCS YIIOMSIHYThIE
BbIlIe aBTOpbl. Ho 17151 MHAMIICKOW TpaaullMi, OTHOCUTEIBHO KOTOPOWA
3TOT BUJI MCCJIEIOBAHUS TOJIBKO HAavYaJsICsl, BCE OOCTOUT MO-IPYromy. 31ecCh,
0 CYTH, peJieBaHTHA BTOpasi BETBb aJlbTepHaTUBBI. PaccMoTpuMm Kitaccu-
yeckoe onpeseneHue iforu u3 «Mora-cytp» IaTaHIXaau: YUTTa-BPUTTH-
Huponxa (cittavrttiniroddha) «Mora siBasieTcst 61oKkupoBaHueM GyHK-
LIMOHWPOBAHU S ICUXUKW». [IpyTMMU CJIOBaMU, 11eJTb IO COCTOUT B TOM,
YTOOBI MPEKPATUTH «MBICJIM» BCEX BUJIOB: HE TOJIBKO 9MOIIMHM, aCCOLMAIN T
WJeii 1 T.J1., HO CaM¥ IUCKYPCUBHBIE TIPOLIECCHI, IOCTUYb TOTO, YTOOBI YM
YIIO00MJICS] CIIOKOMHOMY MOPIO. DTO 0OBSICHSIET B PETPOCIIEKTUBE, YTO
STOT TUIT MHTEPIPETAllMU, YIUTHIBAsT KYJIbTYPHBIN KOHTEKCT, BPSII U
MOT OBl OBITH MPUHST BO BHUMaHKUE B aMePUKAHCKUX MW KaHAJICKUX UC-
CJIeIOBAHUSIX.

OmHaKo clieayeT OTMETUTh, UTO 3TU IBE MHTEPIIPETAIUU — CKaXeM,
panu MpOCTOTHI, XPUCTUAHCKAS U «iormueckasi» — He PacIiojoXKeHbI B
OITHOM ILJIaHe, HECMOTPSI Ha HEKOTOPYIO CTPYKTYpPHY10 romosioruto. [epsast
OCHOBaHa Ha «IIpelaHHOCTU» JUYHOMY bory. biarouecTuBbie pa3Mblilii-
JIEHU Sl TeX BEPYIOIINX, KOTOPbIE, K TPUMEPY, MBICJIEHHO MePeKMBAIOT TOT
WJIV MHOM 3MU30/1 )KU3HU XPUCTa, €r0 CTPACTH, TIBITAsICh MPEACTaBUTD cebe
HEM3MEePHUMYIO ITPUPOY €ro JI0OBU KO BCEMY UeJIOBEUECTBY, 3aCTaBIISIIOT
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UX BooOpaXxeHue, B HEKOTOPOM CMBICJIE, 3aJOXHYThCSI OT TJIYOUHBI TOM
JITOOBU, KOTOPYIO OH OTKPBIBAET UM. B 3TOT MOMEHT X MO3T BJIOKUPYETCH,
€ro B HEKOTOPOM POJie «3aKJIMHUBAET» — TaK Mbl TOBOPUM O JABUTATENE,
OT KOTOPOTo TPeOYIOT YCUJIM, MPEBbIIIAIOININX €ro MOIIHOCTb. BTropas
UHTEPIpeTaL s IBISIETCS «OTUYECKOli», U 3TO caMOe TOUHOE oIpeee-
Hue. Mor, Ha caMoM ziefte, yIpaxHseTcs, YTOOBI B OYKBaJILHOM CMBICIIE HE
nymaTb. C 3TOl Leblo OH MpeANpUHUMAET peabHOEe YMCTBEHHOE, CJIe0-
BaTeJbHO, TAKXe U LiepedpasibHOoe ycuaue. Ho Ha onpenesieHHOM cTanuu
paboTa ero Mmo3ra 6JJOKUPYETCs, U B 3TOT MOMEHT IMOSIBJISIETCS YUCTOE UJIU
abCOJTIIOTHOE CO3HaHME — KaK COJIHIIE, KOr/la pacCenBaloTCs 001aka — OHO-
TO U CUSIET BO BCeM CBoeM Beauuuu. Ha aToM ypoBHe omnbiTa — TUITMYHO
WHAWNCKOM — HET HUKAKOro Bompoca o «bore».

Crenyet mOHUMAaTh, YTO U TOT U APYTOil MyTh — U MyTh NPEeIaHHOCTU
JM4HOMY bory u iioruueckuii — paBHbIM 00pa3oM TPEOYIOT paarKaabHOTO
0TKa3a OT COOCTBEHHOTO «$1», TIOJTHOTO CaMOMOXePTBOBaHM 1. MoHalleckoe
MpU3BaHUE B XPUCTUAHCKOM CMBICJIE 3TOTO CJI0Ba, 9TO MyTh 0€3 BO3Bparta,
MyTh MOJHOI BOBJeUeHHOCTU. Ecnu Bbl mouuTaete KHUry boperapa, K
MPUMEDPY, Bbl YBUIUTE, K KAKUM UyaecaM TUIJIOMATUU, EMY TPUXOIUIOCH
npuberaTb, YTOOBI HACTOSITEJIb MOHACTBIPS hpaHIMCKaH1IeB B MoHpeaJie
MO3BOJIMJI HECKOJIBKMM MOHAIIKaM y4acTBOBAaTb B €r0 HAYYHOM OITBITE.
M ¢ uHAMIICKOI CTOPOHBI TOXE OUEBUIHO, UTO «peajibHasl» iiora He CBO-
IUTCS K 1ocyry B ctuiie «New Age». BoT mouemy B CpaBHEHUM C JIIOABMU,
KOTOpbIE BCTaJlu Ha 3TOT MYTh 0€3 BO3BpaTa, «Mbl» — CpeIHUE MpeacTa-
BUTEJU YEJTOBEYECKOTO POJa, ITO-CBOEMY BIIOJHE JOCTOWHbBIE JIIOAU, HO HE
FOTOBBIE K TAKOTO PO/ia pafuKaJIbHOMY CAMOIIOXEPTBOBAHUIO, BBITISIIUM,
KaK MPUBEPXKEHIIbI CBOETO POJa «30J0TOU cepeNuHbl» — KOM(POPTHOIA,
0e30MacHO, 3alUIIEeHHOIR OT BeeX aKcleccoB. C UX TOUKU 3PEHUS, Mbl
yCTpauBaeMcsl B CBOEro pojia «<KOKOHE», CKPbIBAIOLIEM OT HAC TPaHCLEH-
JNIEHTaJbHYI0 IPUPONY YAesa YeJ0BEYECKOrO.

CyuiecTByeT JiM, OAHAKO, MOCT MEXIY 3TUMU DJIUTAPHBIMU MUPAMU
1yOOKOTO PEJIMTMO3HOTO OIbITa W MOBCENHEBHOW XU3HBIO «4ejoBeKa
¢ yaulibl»? MOXHO TOBOPUTH O HEKOTOPBIX «IOTPAHUYHBIX CUTYALIASIX»,
KOrjJa MpOTUB Halllell BOJIM MbI CTaJKMBAEMCS C 3TOI YCKOJIb3aloleid oT
OOBIYHOTO B3IJISiIa peaJbHOCTbhIO, HAIPUMED, HAXOMSICh B U3MEHEHHBIX
COCTOSTHUSIX CO3HAHMU S, BBI3BAHHBIX TPUEMOM HEKOTOPBIX BEILIECTB, Ha3bl-
BaeMbIX «T[ICUXOJeuKaMu», majgeHueM ¢ BbicoThl [FOnen 2003; Hulin 1993]
U IPYTUM SKCTPEMaJbHbIM OMBITOM, UJIU XK€, CKaxeM, 00JIe3HbI0, 0OMO-
POKOM, WJIY TpUOIMKAIOLIEeHCS CMEPThIO — CUTYyallMeld Tak Ha3blBaeMOTO
0KOJIOCMEPTHOTrO onbIiTa. CTOJKHYBIIUCH C TAKUM OMBITOM, YTO BITOJHE
MOKET MPOU30UTU C HAMU OYKBaJIbHO B JII0OOI MOMEHT, Mbl BEIHY K IEHbI
0CO3HaTh Y30CTh KaTEropuii, UCIOAb3YEeMbIX HAMU J1J1sI OPUEHTAIMU B TTO-
BCEIHEBHOM XXM3HU. M bl CTAHOBUMCS ITOXOXXMMU Ha TOPOJCKM X JIOLIAIEH,
C KOTOPBIX BHE3aMTHO CHSJIW LIOPBI, TPUBBIYHO MEIIAIOLIUE UM CMOTPETh
[0 CTOPOHAM, YTOObI HE OTKJIOHSIThCS OT YCTAHOBJIEHHOIO MapuipyTa.
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B HeKoTOpOM CMBICIIE, 3TOT OMBIT CIIOCOOCTBYET BHE3AITHOMY MaJcHUIO
BCeX IIOP M, TAKUM 00pa3oM, IPeaoCTaBIsIeT HaM IIaHC, KOTOPOTO MEI
HUKOTrIa He 00peJin Obl COOCTBEHHBIMU YCUJIUSIMU, CAUILIKOM POOKUMU U
IUCKPETHBIMU — BCTPETUTHCS TULIOM-K-JINILY C «OJIaTOJaTHBIM U CTpalll-
HBIM BeJIMKOJIENMEeM uejioBeueckoro yaena» [bpox 1990].

MapuipyT MBICITH, KPaTKUil 04epK KOTOPOTO OBLI TIPenCcTaBIeH 30eCh,
MOXHO 0XapaKTepu30BaTh KaK MTOUCK CPESAMHHOIO MYTU MEXIY ABYMS
IMaMeTPaIbHO ITPOTUBOITOJIOXKHBIMHA KOHIETTHUSIMU (heHOMEHA PEJTUTUH 1
€ro pa3BUTH S Ha IIPOTSKEHUU BCeil UcTopuy yesnoBedyecTBa. C omHOM CTO-
POHBI, 3TO JOTMaTHYECKU A TTOAXO, KOTOPBIIf OCHOBaH Ha O0XXEeCTBEHHOM
cJIOBe, JTaHHOM, KaK ITpeAIiojiaraeTcs, B OTKPOBEHU U B 3TOM KauyecTBe
IMOJTHOCTBIO OCBOOOXKIECHHOM OT KPUTHKU M Jaxke OT KaKOro-J1nubo 00-
cyxaeHus. ITo 1oruke aToro rnoaxojaa, BO3MOXHa JIUIIb OHA «<MCTUHHAaSs»
peNNTUS — TaKasl, KakK XpUCTHAHCTBO MJIU UCJIaM — IpyTHe MHOTAA paccMa-
TPUBAIOTCS KaK €€ «HabpOCKM», MHOTIA KaK OTKJIOHeHHs oT Hee. C aToit
TOYKU 3peHUsI, pustocodrs, 0CoOOeHHO MeTan3nKa, pacCMaTPUBACTCS
KaK «cjyaHKa 00rocioBUsl», € 1ieJib COCTOUT B TOM, UTOOBI pa3padoTaTb
00001IatoIIe MHTEJIEKTYaIbHbIe MHCTPYMEHTHI 711 CONCMCTBUS JTydIIe-
MY TOHUMaHMIO PEJIUTUO3HBIX TOIMAaTOB.

C Ipyroii CTOpOHBI, 3TO UCTOPUKO-KPUTHICCKUI MOIXOM, KOTOPHIi
paccMarpuBacT (EHOMEH PEJIMTUY B TECHOM CBSI3U C pa3BUTHEM YeJIOBEUE-
CKOro o011IeCTBa, U OTCI0/Ia BbITEKAeT MHOrooOpa3ue ee (hopM, YTO CO3/1aET
MIPEAITOCBUIKY it KoHGpoHTannu. Maes OTKpoBeHUS yCTyITaeT MECTO
HUCCICAOBAHNIO WHTEJIJIEKTYaIbHBIX, TICUXOJOTUUYECKNX W COLIMAIbHBIX
MMOTPEOHOCTEH, Ha KOTOPBIC PEIUTHUS JOJKHA MTO-CBOEMY pearupoBaTh.
B T0 ke BpeMsI, nepapXnuuecKoe IMPeBOCXOACTBO TEOJIOIMHY Haa MeTapu3u-
KOI1, KaK IPaBHUJI0, UMeeT TEHICHIINIO K TTepeBOpaYNBaHUIO; TETIEPh TEOJIO-
'Y PacCMaTPUBAIOTCS KaK MeTa(pU3MIeCKU HEMOJIHbIC U MTOTEHIINABHO
HMCKaXeHHEBIE allpHOPHBIMU HE3bIOJIEHHBIMUY TOTMaMM.

B mouckax cpeIWHHOTO MYTHU I PYKOBOJACTBYIOCH ABYMSI coOOOpaxke-
HussMu. C OOHOM CTOPOHBI, S MIPU3HAI0 OKOHYATEJbHO YCTapEeBIIUMHU
JOrMaTUYeCKHe MOAXOAbI, COrJTACHO KOTOPBIM CYILIECTBYET TOJIBKO OIHA
WCTUHHAS PEJINTUS, a BCE OCTaJbHBIC SIBJISTIOTCS JIO(KHBIMM WJIH, B JIyd-
1IeM ciydae, CayKaT ee npeaTedyaMu, Ui pe3yjbraToM ynajaka. OCHOBOI
TaKOTO CYXICHUS SIBJISIETCSI UTOT LEJIBIX IBYX BEKOB UICTOPUH PEJINTUI, B
TeUYeHHE KOTOPHBIX TEKCTOJIOT WS, M3yUYeHUEe CPaBHUTEIBHON MUMOIOTNH,
apXEOJIOTHHU U T.JI. SIPKO IIPOAEMOHCTPHPOBAIN 3BOJIOLIMOHHEBI XapaKTep
PEJIMTHO3HBIX JOTM, paBHO KaK M IIPUCYTCTBHE B HUX MHOXECTBA 3aMM-
CTBOBaHWU 1 B3auMOBIUSIHUH. C NpyToii CTOPOHBI, HEBO3MOXHO — €CJIH,
KOHEUHO, MBI IIPU3HAaeM, YTO OOXKECTBEHHOE CYIIECTBYET — MPEACTABUTH
ero Kak HeuTo, IO3BOoJIgolIee ceds 00HApYKUTh B IPUHIIMIINAJBHO TTac-
CHBHOM PEXHMME, B BUJIE CBOETO POJa HEOOMTaeMOro OCTPOBa, Ha KOTOPBIH
OIHAaXIbl BEICAXKMBAIOTCS MePBOOTKphIBaTe . HymuHo3Hoe nian Cas-
IIEHHOEe — Kakoe Obl Ha3BaHWE Mbl HU U30paiu 1Jis 0003HAYEHU S ITOrO
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SIBJIGHUSI, — OTKPBIBAEeTCSI TOJIBKO TOMY, KTO BEIHAIIIBAJI €r0 00pa3 B CBOEM
cepile U CTPACTHO CTPEMMJICS K 3aBETHOI BCTpeYe.

31ech, KaK MHE KakKeTCsl, MOXKHO HaIlyIIaTh HEKYIO IMTyTEBOAHYIO HUTh
IUTST UCCIICIOBAHMI, TTOKa ellle MPeOBIBAIOIINX B MJIAJCHYECKOM COCTOSI-
Huu. Peub maer, ¢ OQHOM CTOPOHBI, O TTOMCKAX 3a T'PaHUIIAMU YCTHBIX
CBUIETEIBCTB KAKOTO-JIN00 O0OBEKTUBHOIO cjiefa KOHTAKTOB C TpaHC-
YyeJIOBEYECKOM peasibHOCThIO, a C IPYTroil — O CO3AaHUU, XOTSI Obl CAMOTO
IIPeIBapPUTEILHOTO, IIPEACTABICHUS O IINPOTE — B UICTOPUUECKHMX Mac-
mrTadax — ¥ MPeIbICTOPUH Pa3HBIX CTUXUIHBIX MOMBITOK MPUOJIN3UTHCS
K CBSILIEHHOMY.

OcHOBHas Mes 3aKJII0YaeTCs B TOM, YTO JOTMaTUIECKOE CoIep:KaHe
«BEJIMKUX» PEJIUTHIA MOXHO pacCMaTpUBaTh KaK KOHCYHBIN pe3yJIbTar
IIpollecca HAaKOIUIEHUS B TEUCHME THICSUYCICTHIA, Pa3BUTHUS U (DUKCALTUK
MHOXKECTBA BCTPEU CO CBSIIIICHHBIM, TTOHAYaTy, BO3MOXHO, YMCTO CITyJaii-
HBIX, HO BIIOCJICACTBUH UCKYCCTBEHHO BBI3BIBAEMBIX M KYJIBTUBUPYEMBIX
KaK «TeXHUKHU dKcTa3a». KoHeUHEBI pe3ybTaT paboThI ITO MX aJalTalluu
npumeT GpopmMbl MUGOB 0 MporcxoxaeHuu, Ckpuxasein 3akoHa, TAUHCTB,
00psIIOB TIepexoaa, MpeACTaBICHUI O MOCMEPTHOM CYIIECTBOBAHUU
U T.0.

IlepBBIit TpeABapUTEIBHBIN UTOT — 3TO MPAKTHYESCKA HUKAK HE CO-
IJIaCOBaHHBIE MEXIY COOOM MCCIIeIOBaHMS, UCIIOIb3YIOIINe HOBEM e
TEXHOJIOTUH BH3YyaJIW3allMM MO3Tra, KOTOPbIe METOJIOM P00 M OMMOOK
MTBITAIOTCS BBISIBUTH IMMPUPONY U COOCTBEHHBIN IOYEPK «CJIEIOB», Xa-
PaKTEepPHBIX IS OIbITA MEAUTALIMU M PEJIMTMO3HOTO 9KCTa3a, HAMETHUTH
CXeMy BapHMalldii, KOTOpbIe OHU IIPETepPIIeBaIOT, IIPOXOIST UYepe3 pa3Hbie
KYJABTYpPHBIE BCEJIEHHBIC (HallpuMep, OT XPUCTUAHCKOM MOJIMTBEI IO ca-
MaJXW B UHAUICKOIA iiore). 3aTeM — onucaHue Toro, yto Mupua Dauaae
Ha3BaJ «apXandeCKUMU TEXHUKaMU 9KCTa3a», — COCTOSIHUI, BRI3BAHHBIX
MIPUEMOM «IICUXOJEIMYECKUX» TIpernapaToB, UM, KaK UX ceiiuac Ha3blBa-
IOT «<9HTEOTEHOB» — «IIOPOKIAIOIINX 00KECTBEHHOE BHYTPH (UeT0BEKA)».
Hampumep, assyacku, pacCTeHHUs aMa30HCKUX JIECOB, M3IaBHA U3BECTHOTO
MECTHBIM MHACHIIaM, HO OTKPBLITOTO Ha 3altajic CpaBHUTEIbHO HETaBHO, B
YAaCTHOCTH, U3PaNIbCKIM KOTHUTUBHBIM TIcrxoioroMm bernu llleHHOHOM,
KOTOpbIi HabtoAan 3a ero apdexkramu Ha cebe camom [Shannon 2002].
Cpenu 3Tux 3(p(heKkToB — MOJHOE MpeodpakeHue peajbHOCTH, COMPO-
BOXJIaeMO€ OILIYIIeHHEeM COOCTBEHHOTO BCEBEICHMSI, BCEMOTYIIECTBA U
BXOXIEHHS B 00OKECTBEHHOE COCTOSIHME, TOUHEe, BO3BpAIICHNUS B 3TO
M3HAYaJIbHOE COCTOSTHUE, HO TAK3Ke OCTPOTrO YYBCTBA OTIAJICHHOCTU OT
YeJIOBEYECKOro Mupa, 0e3 HaJeXXIbl KOrma-T1u00 B HEro BO3BPAaTUTHCS.
HakoHe1 (c ©3BeUHBIM BOITIPOCOM Ha 3aJTHEM IJIaHe: He CKPhIBAeTCs JIX 3a
BCEMU PEJIMTMO3HBIMU NWHCTUTYTAMU, HEKUI CBIpOii onBIT CBALIEHHOTO
BHE BPEMEHHU M IIPOCTPAHCTBA, MPEIIICCTBYIOIINI BCEM TEOJOTUSIM U
LIEPKBAM?), IPEATIPUHUMAETCS MOMBITKA UCCIIET0BATh «OKOJIOCMEPTHBIM
onbiT» (Near-Death Experience).
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B cBsI3U ¢ 3TUMU MTOCIEAHUMU UCCIIETOBAHUSIMMU 51 XOUY MOIYEPKHYTh
JIBa MeToAoJornyeckux MomeHTa. C OTHOI CTOPOHBI, BaXXHO OMPOBEP-
THYTb Y3KOKOH(eCCUOHATbHbBIE MHTEPIPETALIMU STOTO OMbITA (SKCKYPCUU
B 3aIpenesibHOe, ¢ MOCEIIEHUEM Pa3IuYHbIX PaeB U alloB), TOAYEPKUBas
3aBUCUMOCTD OT YOEXIEHU I TeX, KTO X MMePEeXKUBACT, U TAKUM 00pa3oMm,
BBISIBUTH UX HECOBMECTUMOCTD APYT C APYrOM Y MHAWUBULOB, UCIIOBE-
IYIOIUX pPa3Hble PEJIUTUU (HallpuMep, KaTOJUKU U MIPaBOCIaBHBIE MO-
T'yT «<BCTPETUTh» bororonuily, HO HUKaK He MPOTECTAHTHI U IP., WHIYChI
«BCTpeyaroT» 6ora cmeptu AMy U ero cekperapsd YuTparynry u T.II.).
C npyroil CTOpoHBI, BaXXHO MOKAa3aTh HECOCTOSTEIBHOCTh BCEX PEAYK-
LIMOHUCTCKUX UHTEPIpeTalluii HOJOOHOTO OMbITa (HAIIPUMED, B TEPMUHAX
CeKpelun dHA0P(MUHOB, HAPYIIEHUS CXEM Tejla, MPOEKIIUM BOCTIOMUHA-
HUM, HEe pacrio3HaBaeMbIX KaK TaKOBbIE U T.1.). PABHBIM 00pa3oM BaxKHO
HE CUMTATh MOJOOHBII OMBIT MATOJOTUYECKUM COCTOSTHUEM, OTKJIOHEHUEM
OT HOPMBI, KAKOBOW SBJISIETCSI Hallle 0OblIEHHOE co3HaHue. [1o Mmoemy
INIYOOKOMY yOEXIEeHWI0, TOAOOHBII OMBIT MOXET pacCMaTPUBAThCS KaK
MPOSIBJICHNE OMHOM U3 (hyHIaMEHTAJIbHBIX U €CTECTBEHHBIX CIIOCOOHOCTEM
YyeJoBeKa, KOTOPYIO pa3Hble PEIUTUO3HbIE TPAJUIIMU MBITAIOTCS MPEACcTa-
BUTh KaKk OTKpOBEHUE U TOAYUHUTH CBOUM JOTMaM.

IIPUMEYAHNUA

(1) A 3ammcTBYyTO cnenyrommii mpumep y Jx. borrepo: «menno 3 nexabps
1872 1. bubnust HaBceria moTepsiiaa CBOI0 BEYHYIO IIPEPOTaTUBY OBITE» CaMoOil
MU3BECTHOM APEBHEH KHUIOW, HAIIMCAHHOW MJIM IPOAUKTOBAHHOW camuM bo-
rom. «B tot nens, nepex nodpoaymHeiM «OO0ImecTBOM OHOIIEHCKON apxeoio-
run» Jlonnona, J[x. CMUT, OOMH U3 TIEPBBIX aCCHPHOJIOTOB, OOBSIBUI O CBOEM
9KCTPAOPIUHAPHOM OTKPBITHH: OH OOHapyX iyl B MecormoTaMuu HCTOPHIO,
OYEHB TIOXOXKYIO — JaKe B CAMBIX BXXHBIX JIETAJNISIX — Ha OMOJIelcKuid pacckas
0 TOTOIIe, HO JaTHpyeMyto Oojiee paHHMM BpPEMEHEM, M, OUCBHJIHO, BIOXHO-
BUBIIYIO ero» [Bottéro 1986, 21].

(2) «TsI OBI HE HCKAJ MEHSI, eciH OBl yoke He Hamem» [[lackanxs 1995].

(3) Onnako cnexyeT OTMETHTH, 4TO ¢ 50-X TT., MOoKTOp Tepesa bpocce u3
@paniysckoit mkonsl JansHero Boctoka (Thérése Brosse, Ecole Francaise
d’Extréme-Orient), Hadama WCIIOJB30BATh 3JICKTPO-dHIEDamorpaduio It
M3y4eHUSs ONbITA MEAUTALNN (C TPHOCTAHOBKOM JABIXaHUS U T.].) Y HEKOTOPBIX
WHJIUUCKHUX HOTOB.

(4) Tounee, coxpaHeHHUE TOJIBKO TETa-BOJIH OOJIBIION aMIUINTYIbl, H, TAKHUM
00pa3om, OYeHb HU3KOH YaCTOTHI.
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RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE IN THE PERSPECTIVE
OF NEUROSCIENCE

M. HULIN
University Paris-1V (Sorbonne), Paris, France

Summary

For almost 18 centuries, Christianity represented for the West the Religion —
the Unique and True one — all the others, from ancient paganism to Eastern
spiritualities and tribal cults — being considered, at best, as precursors. How-
ever, in the wake of the Reformation, the sacredness of the Bible and its unique-
ness were gradually challenged by the development of sciences: philological,
archaeological, historical, etc. At the extreme point of this development, we
find today the direct approach to the religious feeling itself by the techniques
of observation of the cerebral functioning. The idea is thus gradually emerging
that the essence of the religious phenomenon lies less in the dogmas — infinitely
variable from one religion to another — than in the inner experience of the
sacred.

The article deals with modern experimental studies of religious experience
using methods of neuroscience. The author makes a demarcation between two
types of religious experience. On the one hand, this is a mystical union with
a personal god. On the other hand, this is a transpersonal yogic experience of
the Absolute. The author comes to the conclusion that all reductionist inter-
pretations of such an experience (for example, in terms of endorphins secre-
tion, disturbance of body circuits, projection of memories not recognized as
such, etc.) are untenable. In his opinion, such experience can be considered as
a manifestation of one of the fundamental and natural human capacities, which
various religious traditions try to present as Revelation and subordinate to their
dogmas.

Keywords: neurotheology, history of religion, religious studies, religious
experience, neurosciences, revelation, yoga, meditation, contemplative prac-
tices, theories of consciousness.
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