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I was delighted to learn that the Russian Journal of Philosophical
Sciences intends to include the subject of military ethics in its future
publications. It is a subject which both deserves and repays serious
consideration and has implications which extend well beyond the
seemingly narrow confines of the armed forces.
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Ethical decision making is an important feature of many profes-
sions. Medicine, the judiciary and academic research are just three
areas in which the consideration of complex ethical issues is both
a regular and an essential feature. Of course, ethics does not exist
in a vacuum. Usually, there are legal boundaries and quantifiable
scientific data which play a part in decision making and policy for-
mulation. But laws and data cannot provide a satisfactory answer
to every question.

This is where ethics plays a role, but ethics is simply a word we
use as shorthand to describe how to decide on a course of action
when there is no absolutely right or wrong answer. It is a science of
unending complexity, the quantum physics of the mind.

In this short introduction, there is no space to consider the history
of military ethics, but in the Western tradition, it has traditionally
rested on two pillars of Just War theory, ius ad bellum and ius in
bello. Even though this distinction dates back many centuries to
a time when leaders not only made the decision to wage war, but
also usually led their armies, it has stood the test of time remark-
ably well.

However, the character of warfare now changing at a speed and
with a complexity that is unprecedented. Within living memory, wars
were usually fought between the uniformed armed forces of nation
states. They were mainly kinetic in character, using projectiles and
physical force. Civilian populations were often the victims, but they
were not the main protagonists. But in recent decades a bewildering
series of changes has begun to alter the character of war in hitherto
unimaginable ways.

Readers will be familiar with many of these new vectors of conflict.
Cyber warfare, space warfare, hybrid warfare, the use of drones, the
use of private military corporations, intelligence agencies, some with
the firepower of small armies, and international terrorism are all
new factors. Also new to the field is the rise of both citizen journal-
ism and fake news, which make it increasingly hard to know what,
or who, to believe. And as if all these new issues were not enough,
there is also an entirely new science of the invasive enhancement
of individual military personnel, whether by neurological, pharma-
ceutical, or surgical anthropotechnic means.
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There is also an increasing focus on ius post bellum, how to create
a lasting peace once armed conflict has ended; a situation in which
close cooperation between NGOs, civil agencies, multinational
organisations has to be the norm.

This means firstly that the scope for high level academic study
of military ethics is almost limitless. It is a subject that will not
exhaust the efforts of even the most brilliant of researchers. But
this is where we reach one of the most interesting and important
parts of the subject. Somehow, the accumulated wisdom of all this
research must be distilled in a way that it is meaningful to those we
send to fight wars on our behalf. These people range from teenage
recruits to experienced generals with a lifetime of experience. They
can have to make decisions when in fear of their lives, when cold,
wet, hungry and exhausted. We expect them to be warriors one day
and nation builders the next. Imbuing them with a sense of ethical
duty that can be exercised in these circumstances is a tremendous
challenge.

It is perhaps for this reason that the word I hear most when military
ethics is being discussed is ‘leadership’. In a military context, so
much revolves around that essential quality. Subordinates will watch
carefully how their leaders and commanders behave, and in which
direction their moral compass points. Hand in glove with leadership
comes training. It is both feasible and desirable to integrate ethi-
cal training into traditional training regimes, so that learning how
to approach ethical dilemmas becomes second nature. There will
never be a manual that will cover every possible eventuality, so the
capacity for individual thought and reasoning has to be an essential
part of every individual’s armoury.

The International Society for Military Ethics in Europe (Euro-
ISME) has been addressing these issues for over 10 years. We provide
a politically neutral forum for the analysis, development and sharing
of best practice in the field of professional military ethics, across
and beyond the European defence community.

We encourage professionals in all parts of the military and aca-
demic spheres to engage in robust and constructive dialogue with
each other. We invite politicians to listen to the fruits of our debates
and to participate in them. We do this because it is essential for the

o
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health of our societies and for the wider world that our armed forces
behave to the highest ethical standards, so that they can clearly
differentiate themselves from ad hoc militias, mercenaries and ter-
rorists. It is also essential in order to ensure that those who are the
innocent victims of war can look to our armed forces as protectors,
not persecutors, and as the representatives of societies which value
justice and peace above mindless aggression.

But above all, we do this because we care about human dignity —
the dignity of those in the armed forces who act on our behalf, the
dignity of innocent people caught up in conflict and the dignity of
our adversaries.

Unfortunately, Covid-19 led to the cancellation of our 10™ an-
niversary conference in Berlin in May of this year. But we intend
to be in Berlin next year to debate ‘The Ethics of Urban Wartfare’
and in the interim to continue to engage with each other via digital
pathways. We would be delighted if readers of this Journal join us
in our debates and exchanges.

IIpuBeTCTBEHHOE CJIOBO MpPE3UIEHTA
MexayHapoaHoro oomecTBa BoeHHoi 3 Tuku B EBpomne
(Euro-ISME)

MHe npusTHO OBLIO y3HAT, YTO XKypHaI «Puitocodckre HayKn»
HaMepeH MyOJIMKOBATh CTAaThU MO TeME BOCHHOW ITHKHU. DTa TeMa
OIIpaB/IaHHO 3aCIIYKUBAET MIyOOKOro UCCIIEIOBaHNUs, IOTOMY YTO
BOIIPOCHI BOGHHOM 3TUKH BBIXOISAT AAJIEKO 3a IPEJENbl Y3KOH I0-
BECTKHU BOOPY’KEHHBIX CHUIL.

OTHKa IPUHATHS PEILIEHUH SBIISETCS BaXKHBIM aCIIEKTOM MHOTHX
npodeccuil: 1 MeUIMHA, U CyJeOHast CUCTEMA, M HAYyYHBIE HCCIIENI0-
BaHUS —3TO CPepbl, B KOTOPHIX PACCMOTPEHUE CIOKHBIX ITUUECKUX
BOIIPOCOB SIBJISIETCSI IOCTOSTHHON M HEOTBEMJIEMOM COCTaBIIAIOILIEH.
KoneuHo, 3TuKa He cylIecTBYeT B BakyyMe. EcTb mpaBoBble rpaHu-
LBl U KOJIMYECTBEHHbIE HAyUHbIE JaHHBIE, KOTOPBIE UTPAIOT POJIb
IpU IPUHATUY PeLIeHUH U popMUpOBaHUU MOTUTUKH. HO 3aKOHBI
¥ popMasibHbIE JAHHBIE HE MOTYT JaTh yIOBJIETBOPUTEIBHOTO OT-
BETa HA MHOXKECTBO KU3HEHHO BAKHBIX BOIIPOCOB.

VIMeHHO 37€Cch BaXKHYIO POJIb UTPAET 3THKA, HO 3THKA — 3TO HE
IPOCTO CJIOBO, KOTOPOE MBI UCHOJIB3YEM JJIsI KPATKOCTH, YTOObI

16



JI2K. TOMAC. Tlpusemcmeernroe c1060 npesudenma MexcoyHapoorozo obuiecnea 60eHHOM. ..

OIHCaTh, KaK BRIOPATh KypC ACHCTBHI, KOT/Ia HET aOCOIIOTHO Mpa-
BUJIBHOTO WJIM HEMPABHJIBHOTO OTBETa. DTO HayKa OECKOHEUYHOM
CIIO)KHOCTH, KBaHTOBasl pU3MKa yma.

B sTOM KpaTKOM IPUBETCTBEHHOM CJIOBE HE JOCTATOYHO MECTa
1151 0030pa UCTOPUH BOEHHOW STUKH, HO B 3aI1aIHOM Tpaaulluy OHA
10 OOBIKHOBEHHUIO OMMPAETCS Ha JIBa CTOJIA TEOPHH «CIPaBEIITHU-
BOI» BOWHEL: ius ad bellum (mpaBo Ha BoitHy) 1 ius in bello (mpaBo Bo
BpeMsi BoHbI). HecMOTpst Ha TO, 4TO 3TH MOHSTHS CPOPMUPOBATIUCH
CTOJIETUSI Ha3a/l, KOrja MpaBUTEIN HE TOJIbKO TPUHUMAIIU PEIICHUE
0 HayaJjie BOMHBI, HO U, KaK MPABUJIO, PYKOBOJIUIIN CBOUMH apMUSIMH,
OHM Ha YJMBJICHHE XOPOILIO BbIJIEPKaIU UCIIBITAHUE BPEMEHEM.

Onnako B HaIIe BpeMsl XapaKTep BOWHBI MEHsIeTCsl ¢ Oecrperie-
JIEHTHOM CKOPOCTBIO U CJIOKHOCTHI0. B MTaMsTH ®KHUBYIIIETr0 MOKOJIE-
HUS BOMHBI BEJIUCh, KaK ITPABUIIO, MEK 1Y BOOPY>KEHHBIMU CUIIAMHU
HAITMOHAJIBHBIX TOCyAapcTB. Opy1vst BOWHBI ObLIA MEXaHUYECKUMU,
HCIOJIb30BaIUCh CHApsIbl U (pu3nueckas cuia. [ paxaHckoe Hace-
JICHHE, KaK TPaBUIIO, OBLIIO )KEPTBOI, a HE INIABHBIM JIEHCTBYIOIIUM
nuuoM. Ho B mocnieqnue necsaTUiieTHs: psiJi HEMBICIUMBIX TpaHC-
dbopmaruii ©”3MEHUJ HEBOOOpa3MMBbIM 00pa30M W3BECTHBIM HaM
13 UCTOPUU OOJTHMK BOIHBIL

Uwurarenu *ypHaja XOpOIIO 3HAKOMbI CO MHOTMMH M3 3THX HOBBIX
pasHoBHAHOCTEH KOHGIMKTOB. KrbepBoiiHa, kocMuyecKkas BOWHa,
ruOpu/IHasi BOIHA, UCMONb30BaHUE OCCHUIIOTHBIX JIETATEIbHBIX
armnaparoB, aKTUBHOE y4YaCcTHE YACTHBIX BOCHHBIX KOPIIOpAIUA,
pa3BeAbIBATEIbHBIX Ar€HTCTB, HEKOTOPBIE U3 KOTOPBIX IO MOILIH
CpPaBHUMBI C HEOOJNBIIUMH APMUAMH, & TAKKE MEKTYHAPOIHBIN
TEppOpU3M — BCE ITO HOBBIC OOJIMYUS BOWHBL. Tak)ke HOBBIM B
3TOU cepe ABISIETCS POCT YIASTBHOIO Beca KaK T'Pa)kJaHCKOM
KYPHAIIMCTUKH, TaK U JDKUBBIX HOBOCTel (fake news), nz-3a xo-
TOPBIX CTAHOBHUTCS BCE TPY/IHEE MOHATH, KOMY U 4eMy Beputh. Ko
BCEM ATHM HOBBIM MpobiieMam, J00aBIsSeTCs €lle U COBEPILIEHHO
HOBOE€ HaIlpaBJICHHE, 3aHUMAIOLIEECs] HHBA3MBHBIM MOBBIIIEHUEM
00€CcTIoCOOHOCTH BOEHHOCITY KaIUX, Oy/b TO ¢ TTIOMOIILIO HEHPO-
JIOTUYECKUX, (hapMalleBTHUECKUX, XUPYPrUUECKUX WM aHTPOIMO-
TEXHUYECKUX CPEJCTB.

Taxxe Bce OombIIe BHUMaHUS yensieTcs ius post bellum («mpaBy
MOCIIEBOCHHOT'O YPEryJlupOBaHUA»): KaK CO37aTh MPOYHBIH MUP
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1ocJie OKOHYaHUSI BOOPYKEHHOTO KoH(pmukTa? D10 001acTh, B
KOTOPOU TECHOE COTPYAHUYECTBO MEXK/Ty HEMPABUTEIHCTBEHHBIMU
OpraHu3alusIMU, TPAXXIAHCKUMU YUPEXKJACHUAMHI U MEXIyHapO-
HBIMU OpraHU3aLUSIMHU JTOJKHO CTaTh HOPMOM.

B nepByto ouepeap 3T0 03HAYAET, YTO BOBMOKHOCTH aKaJeMuye-
CKOr'0 M3YUE€HUsI BOEHHOU 3TUKH Ha BBICOKOM yYPOBHE IMPAKTUYECKHU
0e3rpaHnyHbl. JlaHHast TeMa HE MCYEPIIACTCs JaXe YCHIIUSAMU Ca-
MBIX OnecTaImuXx uccirenonareseil. Ho 31ech MbI IOIX0ANM K OHON
U3 CAMBIX HHTEPECHBIX U BAXKHBIX YACTEH 00Cy kK 1aeMoi TpoOIeMBbl.
HakorienHast MyapocTh BCEX 3TUX HCCIIECAOBAHUMN JTOJKHA CTaTh
JOCTYITHOM JIJIsl T€X, KOrO MbI IIOCBUIAEM BOEBATh OT HALLIETO UMeE-
HU. DTO HE TOJIBKO TeHEPaJIbl ¢ OONBIIUM MPOPECCHOHATHLHBIM U
JKU3HEHHBIM OMBITOM, HO M IOHOIIM-HOBOOPAHIIBI, KOTOphIE 00s13a-
HbI IPUHUMATh PEIICHMS, HAXOASACh B OMIACHOCTH, KOT/Ia XOJIOIHO
U CBIPO, Oyy4H FOJIOJHBIMHU U U3MOTAaHHBIMU. MBI OXKUaEM, YTO
CErofiHsA OHU CTaHyT BOMHAMHM, a 3aBTPa — CTPOUTEISIMU HAIIMH.
BocnuTtanue B HUX 4yBCTBa 3TUUYECKOTO JI0JITa, KOTOPBIA HE00X0-
JTUMO MCTIOJTHUTD B 3TUX KOHKPETHBIX TSKEJIBIX YCIOBUSIX, SIBJSETCS
Ype3BbIYaHO BAXKHOM 3a/1a4eH.

B03M0XHO, UMEHHO OATOMY CIIOBO «JIUAEPCTBO» —3TO TO, YTO 51
CJIBIIILY YaIlle BCEro P 00CYKICHUU BOCHHOM 3TUKHU. B BoeHHOM
JIeJie TaK MHOTO BpaIaeTcsl BOKPYT 3TOr0 BaKHOToO KadecTsa. [loa-
YUHEHHbIE OyyT BHUMATEIbHO CIEAUTH 32 TeM, KaK BeIyT ceos
WX JINJIEPHl U KOMAHJUPbI, HA YTO YKAa3bIBAET UX HPABCTBEHHBIN
kommnac. JIuaepcTBo Hepa3pbIBHO CBA3aHO ¢ oOpa3zoBaHueMm. Lene-
CO00pa3HO M JKeNaTeIbHO HHTETPUPOBATH ITHUECKOE BOCITUTAHHE B
TPaUIIMOHHBIC TPOTPAMMBI 00pa30BaHUSsl, YTOOBI YMEHHUE PEIIaTh
ATUYECKHUE TUJIEMMBI CTaJI0 BTOPOW HaTypoil. Hukorma He Oyaet
MHCTPYKIIMHU, KOTOpasi OXBaThIBaja Obl BCE BO3ZMOXKHBIE CUTYAIIHH,
MO3TOMY CHOCOOHOCTH K CAMOCTOSATENIBHBIM CYKJICHUSIM U MBIIII-
JICHUIO JIOJKHA ObITh HEOTHEMJIEMOI YacThIO apceHasa KaXkJ10ro
WHIUBU/JIA.

MexayHnaponHoe oOuiecTBo BoeHHOW 3Tuku B EBpomne (Euro-
ISME) 3anuMaeTcs 3TuMu BompocaMu yxe Oonee 10 yet. Mur
npearaeM noJIMTUHYECKU HEMTpaIbHY IO IJIOMIAJIKY 15 aHAIu3a,
pa3paboTku U OOMEHa NEPEIOBBIM OIBITOM B 0OJacT mpodec-
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CHOHAJILHOW BOCHHOW ATHKU BO BCEM E€BPOIECHCKOM 000POHHOM
COOOILIECTBE U 32 €ro MpeeIaMH.

Mp1 npusbiBaeM npodeccroHalioB BO BeeX cepax BOCHHOU U
HAy4YHOU JIEATEIBHOCTH BCTYIIUTh B 3J0POBBIM U KOHCTPYKTHUBHBIN
nuasior. [Ipurnamiaem nOIUTHUKOB PUHATH YYacTHE B HAIUX JIHC-
KYCCHSIX U O3HAKOMUTHCS C UX UTOraMu. MBI Jiej1aeM 3TO [TOTOMY,
9TO 1151 OJIaronojy4nsi HalMX OOIIECTB M BCEro MUpa KpaiiHe
Ba)KHO, YTOOBI HAIIM BOOPY>KEHHBIE CHJIBI PYKOBOJICTBOBAJIHCH
CaMbIMU BBICOKUMHU ITHYECKUMU CTAaHAAPTAMU, C TEM, YTOOBI OHU
MPUHIUIHAIBEHO OTIIMYAIIUCH OT BOOPYKEHHBIX (POPMUPOBAHUN Ha-
€MHUKOB U TEPPOPUCTOB. DTO KpailHe BaXHO U JIJIs1 TOT0, YTOOBI T€,
KTO SIBJISIETCSI HEBUHHBIMH KEPTBAMU BOWHbBI, OTHOCHJIUCh K CBOUM
BOOPYKEHHBIM CHJIaM KaK K 3allIlUTHUKAM, a HE IIPECIIeI0BaTENSAM,
KaK MPeICTaBUTENSIM OOIIECTB, KOTOPBIE IEHST CIPaBEAIMBOCTD
U MUD BbIIIE O0€37TyMHOIl arpeccuu.

Ho npexne Bcero Mbl aenaeM 3TO, IOTOMY YTO 3a00THUMCS O
YeJIOBEYECKOM JIOCTOMHCTBE — IOCTOMHCTBE TEX, KTO JIEUCTBYET B
BOOPY KEHHBIX CUJIaX OT HALLIETO UMEHH, JOCTOMHCTBE HU B YEM HE
MIOBUHHBIX JIFOJIEH, BOBJICYCHHBIX B KOH(JIHMKT, a TAKKE JOCTOMHCTBE
HAaIlIUX IPOTUBHUKOB.

K coxanenuto, manaemuss COVID-19 mpuBena k oTMeHe 100H-
neitnoit X xkonpepenuu Euro-ISME B bepnune, kotopast 6b11a 3a-
IJIAHUPOBAHA Ha Ma 3TOro roaa. Ho Mbl HAMEPEHBI B CIEYIOIIEM
roay cooparbces B bepiaune, 4T00bI 00CYyIUTh TEMY «DTHKA BOWHBI
B TOPOZACKHX YCIIOBUSX», & 10 TOT0 MPOJIOJIKUTh B3aUMOACUCTBUE
JIpYT ¢ ApyroM no 1udpoBbIM KaHaigaMm. Mbl ObLu ObI pajibl, €ciiu
Ob1 unTaTenu xypHana «dunocodckre HayKu» MPUCOSTUHUIICH
K Hallei TUCKyccuH U 0OMEeHY HUJIeSIMHU.
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